
Play and 

Language 
Development 

36TH ANNUAL RISE CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 9-12, 2020 



All work and noé? 
 

Dr. Lori Langer de Ramírez 
Director, World and Classical Languages &  

Global Language Initiatives, The Dalton School, NYC 

lori@miscositas.com  

The role of play in language development 















 

 

How do you feel today? 
 

Using your Zoom annotate function, put a stamp  
next to the face that best represents how you are feelingé 

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZWhhbmREcmF3aW5nIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vIiwiYW5zd2VycyI6W119pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier




therapy! 

1. Motivational memes 











2. Put things into perspective 







3. Coffee, chocolate, red wine 



4.                 

 

 

spela 





Manipulatives: 
 

*  toys 

 * fake food 

 * musical instruments 

 * animals 

 * transportation 

 * lot of STUFF!  



What works for you? 

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZWhhbmREcmF3aW5nIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vIiwiYW5zd2VycyI6W119pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?magic-pear-metadata-identifier












games 

humor 

joyfulness 



The Partnership for 21 st  Century Skills  
www.p21.org  



Learning and  
Innovation Skills:  

A focus on creativity, critical  
thinking , communication and  
collaboration is essential to  

prepare students for the future .  
 

Ą  Creativity and Innovation  
Think Creatively  

Work Creatively with Others  
Implement Innovations  

 
Ą Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  

Reason Effectively  
Use Systems Thinking  

Make Judgments and Decisions  
Solve Problems   

 
Ą Communication and  

Collaboration  
Communicate Clearly  

Collaborate  
with Others  



 

 

Play can be an ideal vehicle for language 

acquisition for a number of reasons: 

 

ÅSince play is not goal oriented, it removes pressure 

and frustration from the interactive process. It's fun. 

ÅAttention and the semantic domain are shared by the 

interactive partners, so topics are shared. 

ÅGames have reciprocal role structure and variations 

in the order of elements, as do grammars. 

ÅGames, like conversations, contain turn-taking. 
 

(Sachs, 1980) 



School is Broken? 

Å (Games) offer up carefully designed 

pleasures, thrilling challenges and 

powerful social bonding afforded by 

virtual environments.ò  

Å ñFrom zero to peak experience in thirty 

seconds flat ï no wonder video games 

caught on. Never before in human history 

could this kind of optimal, emotional 

activation be accessed so cheaply, so 

reliably, so quickly.ò  

Å ñGames challenge us with voluntary 

obstacles and help us put our personal 

strengths to better use.ò  

Å ñGames make us part of something 

bigger and give epic meaning to our 

actions.ò  



PD? The Center for Communicating Science, Stonybrook University 





Fatdi Opinion 

What are some of the benefits of play in the 

language classroom      [Place your stamp next to all that apply] 

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?magic-pear-shape-identifier






Features of games 

Å goals  

Å rules and obstacles 

Å feedback systems 

Å voluntary participation 



Å hands-on 

Å kinesthetic 

Å repetition 



Digital dress-up | Voki.com avatars 



Speaking and writing prompts 



Speaking and writing prompts 



ǒ la raya 

ǒ extrovertido 

ǒ el nadador/la nadadora 



Folktales | story mapping 


